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Dear IGSSE members,

Science communication is an increasingly important part of research. For this reason, we organised
this year's IGSSE Forum under the motto ‘Communicating in Science’. The Annual JADS Symposium
we held in February on the other hand focused on ‘Interdisciplinarity’ and looked at the benefits for
society and industry.

It is again time to elect new Speakers for the doctoral candidates and postdocs at IGSSE. Are you up
for this challenging task? One of the duties of the Speakers for the doctoral candidates is

the participation in the selection of the TUM Supervisor of the Year, in which context also the IGSSE
Supervisor of the Year is elected. The deadline for the submission of candidates for this years
selection already passed and we are eager to find out, which supervisor was sleceted at IGSSE. Last
year Prof. Veit Senner was selected as IGSSE Supervisor of the year.

Also check out the new projects covering a wide range of research topics at IGSSE and get to know
some of the research projects of your fellow doctoral candidates on sustainability research at IGSSE.

For all doctoral candidates: join us on our new IGSSE MS-Teams channel for IGSSE-updates. There
is also a channel reserved only for the doctoral researchers and their speakers, where you can
exchange experiences without our presence. See you soon!

Your IGSSE-Team

IGSSE Forum 2025 — Communicating Science

70 doctoral researchers gathered from 5th to 8th of May in Raitenhaslach for this year’'s IGSSE
Forum for three days packed with scientific exchange, learning and networking opportunities. This
year’s theme focused on “Communicating in Science” and addressed a crucial part of science, which
is becoming increasingly important. Science communication plays a key role in making complex
research accessible and understandable to a broader audience, including policymakers, educators,
and the public. It fosters transparency, builds trust in scientific findings, and encourages informed
decision-making. By effectively communicating their work, researchers can also inspire collaboration
and drive innovation across disciplines.

From science communication and Al to podcasting and a workshop on body language and voice, the
participants of this year’s IGSSE Forum were able to look at and discuss this topic from different
perspectives in a range of workshops, learning how to creatively and precisely present their own
research.
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One of the highlights of the event came right at
the beginning: In an oppening keynote speech,
Dr. Jens Foel, neuropsychologist and full-time
science communicator for several years
(including at MaiLab/MaiThink X on ZDFneo),
spoke from his own experience about the
importance of science communication and the
challenges that come with it.

To promote the exchange between the
participants, we also organised three ‘Research
Connect Sessions’ over the course of the three
days. In these, the doctoral students were asked
to share their research in small groups, discuss
ways to communicate and present their research
and also discuss problems and challenges. 2nd
time participants had also the opportunity to
showcase their research with the help of posters
and an elevator poster pitch in the plenary
sessions.
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On the last day Vice-President for Global Communication and Public Engagement Jeanne Rubner
held a closing Keynote with insights from journalism and the importance of science communication
and made a link to the opening keynote.

In addition to the educational and training opportunities, we also had several networking events like a
BBQ and a gala dinner with the certificate presentation by Vice-President Jeane Rubner to some of
last year’s IGSSE-alumni. The diner was followed by a pub quiz focused on science and music that
created an informal atmosphere that encouraged doctoral researchers to connect and share ideas.
For those who could not attend you will have a new opportunity next year: The IGSSE Forum 2026
will take place from 11 to 13 of May, so save the date! More information will follow early next year.

JADS Annual Symposium

On February 11th and 12th, the International Graduate School of Science and Engineering (IGSSE)
hosted the third JADS Symposium at the TUM Campus in Garching, under the theme
“Interdisciplinarity in Science, the Benefits for Industry and Society.” Alternating its venue between
Imperial College London and the Technical University of Munich, this year’s event gathered leading
academics and doctoral researchers from various JADS cohorts to explore how cross-disciplinary
collaboration can drive impactful innovation. Check out a recap video of the event and the news
article on our website for more information.


https://t94a52b2b.emailsys1a.net/c/251/8361166/760/0/733878/1/18573/3a9309a633.html
https://t94a52b2b.emailsys1a.net/c/251/8361166/760/0/733878/1/18456/ea576d1349.html
https://t94a52b2b.emailsys1a.net/c/251/8361166/760/0/733878/1/18457/94db239c44.html
https://t94a52b2b.emailsys1a.net/c/251/8361166/760/0/733878/1/18457/94db239c44.html

Election: Speakers of Doctoral Researchers at IGSSE

The role of representatives of the doctoral researchers are instrumental in ensuring that the needs
and concerns of the doctoral researchers are heard and considered in shaping the future of IGSSE.
We are currently looking for candidates who are interested in taking on of the three speaker
positions. Are you up for the task?

The speakers of doctoral researchers at IGSSE
fulfil an important position by representing the
interests of their fellow colleagues within the
IGSSE Board. This is a great opportunity for
young scientists to gain valuable experience in
committee work for their academic career. You
will be able to sharpen and improve several soft
skills, such as negotiation and team leading. At
IGSSE we highly value excellence and
interdisciplinary research, and our Speakers will

have the chance to gain a deeper understanding
of how IGSSE and TUM function “behind the
scenes”.

What are the duties of the Speakers of Doctoral Researchers at IGSSE?

¢ Participating in the IGSSE Board meetings (at least twice per year);



e Contributing to the concept and further development of the IGSSE qualification program, in
coordination with the University Presidium and TUM-GS;

¢ Reviewing and selecting project proposal;

e Being a contact point for fellow doctoral candidates at IGSSE;

¢ Organizing networking events for IGSSE doctoral researchers (e.g. knowledge awards, pub
quiz, movie nights, visits and excursions, science slams).

If you are interested in beeing the next Speaker of Doctoral Researchers at IGSSE (September 2025
— September 2026) please send in your candidate profile until Sunday, June 8th to igsse@tum.de.
Only candidates who have been IGSSE members for at least 35 days before the start of the eleciton
and are going to be members of IGSSE until the end of the term (September 2026) may apply as a
candidate.

The election will be held online from June 10th to 23rd. If you have further question on the position
and the workload, do not hesitate to get in touch with your current speakers Laura Hainke, Vivian
Papadopoulou and Jan Marco Ruiz de Vargas at doc-speaker.igsse@tum.de.

Candidate Form

Elections: Speakers of Postdocs at IGSSE

We are also looking for candidates for the two positions as Speakers of Postdocs at IGSSE. As with
the doctoral researchers, the postdoc speakers take on important tasks at the IGSSE:

e Participation in the meetings of the IGSSE Board as Speaker for Postdocs (CPD/PTL; usually
2-3 meetings per year),

¢ Review and selection of project proposals,

¢ Contact for your postdoc colleagues at IGSSE,

e Contribution to the concept and further development of the qualification programme and its
coordination with the university board and TUM-GS,

¢ Organisation of special trainings for IGSSE postdocs and networking events.

e In order to be able to participate in the elections, the postdocs need to be involved in an
IGSSE project since 35 days before the start of the election.

If you are interested in running for office, please apply until 8th of June using the following form:

Postdoc Form

IGSSE Supervisory Award

Each year the TUM Graduate Council rewards outstanding supervisors, who are committed to the
interests of their doctoral candidates and go above and beyond to support them. This years deadline
for nominations closed on 13 May and we are now eagerly awaiting who was selected as IGSSE
Supervisor of the Year 2025.

Check out last years winner Professor Veit Senner, who was awarded with the IGSSE Supervisory
Award 2024 in recognition of his outstanding commitment to supervising doctoral researchers in his
IGSSE projects. Professor Veit Senner leads the "Initiative for a Translational Ethiopian-German
Research Group to Achieve Transfemoral Exoprostheses" project, which focuses on developing
advanced prosthetic solutions. Additionally, he is part of the Innovation Network “Exoskeleton and
Wearables Enhanced Prevention and Treatment”, which aims to enhance prevention and treatment
through innovative exoskeleton and wearable technologies.
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New Projects 2025

Medicine, Engineering, Natural Sciences, Urban Mobility and a lot more: IGSSE features projects
from all TUM Schools. During 2024 we were able to expand the IGSSE community, welcoming 10
new projects from different research fields. Five projects were selected in July 2024 under the
program scheme Joint Academy of Doctoral Studies (JADS) and are in cooperation with Imperial
College London.

Every year, our JADS program is dedicated to a current and relevant topic. Last year the theme was
“Health Resilience in a Changing Environment”. Five projects that focus on making human health and
well-being more resilient in the evolving environment, strive to move the evlution of the environment
rowards healthier directions and achive both aims synergistically were select by both Universities:

¢ GeMiNi4Health: Generation of Microplastics and Nanoplastics in Water: Implications for
Health and Environmental Polics — PI: Prof. Dr. Miranda Schreurs

e IMAD: Impact of Microplastics on Allergy Development/Allergic Disease — PI: Prof. Dr. Tilo
Biedermann

¢ MENACE: Microplastics Exposures and Nanoplastics in Atheromas: Implications for
Cardiovascular Events? — PI: Prof. Dr. Lars Magdefessel

o PANORAMA: Mechanisms determining the Protective Impact of the FArm ENvironment in the
DevelOpment of EaRly-life Allergy and asthMA — PI: Priv.-Doz. Dr. rer. nat. Constanze
Jakwerth

¢ PhysOMu: Deciphering the biophysical aspects of mucociliary defense against fine dust
pollution to understand patient-specific vulnerability to airway dysfunction — PI: Dr. Jana
Nawroth

Furthermore, in February 2025, the IGSSE Board made the decision on the IPT call 2024. Five
projects in cooperation with our partners from the EuroTech Universities Alliance ‘Eindhoven
University of Technology’ (TU/e) and ‘Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne’ (EPFL) and TUMs
strategic partners ‘Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology’ (KNUST) from Ghana
and the ‘Politecnico di Milano’ on exciting research topics have been launched at IGSSE.

e AFRIber - Dual Functionalization of Resistant Starch from Underutilized African Crops to
Improve Human Health (with KNUST)

¢ HARMONY - Health-Related (Mis-)Information on Social Media and lts Impact on Young
Adults (with TU/e)

e« DUCS - Dynamical Systems Uncertainty Quantification for Climate Systems (TU/e)

e MolAPI - Unlocking the Molecular Mechanisms to Boost Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients
(APIs) Solubility and Availability (with Politecnico di Milano)

¢ PWU-DAH - Plants under stress: decoding mechanisms of plant water use in response to
drought and heat across scales (with EPFL)

The projects will run for four years and foster close collaboration between the involved universities
and on the level of the doctoral researchers. We wish them much success in their research and are
looking forward to their results!

Sustainability research at IGSSE

Sustainability is an important part of every day life and also in research. For this reason, TUM
organises the TUM Sustainability Day every two years to draw attention to projects and research that
deal with this topic. At the IGSSE, we have many research projects that deal with the topic of
sustainability. Some of the doctoral researchers have created short videos in which they talk about
their research and how it contributes to sustainability. Check out videos of six of our doctoral
researchers on our website.
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If you have any questions about the content of the IGSSE Infomail or want to be featured with your
research, please do not hesitate to contact us at igsse-quality@tum.de!

Best regards from the IGSSE Office,

Vicente Pons Marti, M.A.
Coordinator Processes and Public Relations

Technical University of Munich
TUM International Graduate School of Science and Engineering

Boltzmannstrale 17
85748 Garching
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